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The English proficiency of Japanese college students varies from a very low level to arelatively high level and teachers
find it difficult to cope effectively with such a wide range of language proficiency. CALL systems are thought to be
particularly suitable for individualized learning in such situations and this has led to an interest in the introduction of
CALL systems in Japanese universities. However, both the quantity and quality of existing teaching materials that could
be adapted for CALL systems were found to be inadequate for helping even the best Japanese students acquire
communicative proficiency in English during their four years in the college system. In our preliminary survey on the
present state of the art of CALL systems in Japanese universities, we aso found that suitable courseware for the use of
elementary and intermediate level students in colleges was amost entirely lacking. In order to produce suitable
courseware, a new approach was devel oped locally which incorporates learning principles from cognitive and behaviorist
psychology and concepts from the field of information processing. This new approach iscalled the' Three-Step Auditory
Comprehension Approach’ . Two sets of courseware incorporating the learning activities advocated by this approach have
been devel oped and recorded onto two CD-ROMs. We predict that this courseware will help elementary and intermediate
level students reach a point at which they can study advanced level material.
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